
1
Royal 
Blue, Red 
Label

Monoject None 7 mL Copper, Zinc

2 Red Vacutainer None 3 mL Ionized Calcium Ionized 
Magnesium Lithium

3
Light Blue 
Hemogard/ 
Light Blue

Vacutainer Buffered Cit 
Na

4.5 mL 
2.7 mL

Coagulation and 
Department of 
Transfusion Medicine 
tests

4 Red Vacutainer clot activator 10 mL Drugs (except Lithium)

5 Red/Black 
SST Vacutainer SST gel and 

clot activator 7 mL Chemistry tests

6 Gold SST 
Hemogard Vacutainer SST gel and 

clot activator 3.5 mL Chemistry tests

7 Black Vacu-tec Sodium 
citrate 1 mL Sedimentation rate

8 Yellow Vacutainer ACD 
solution A 8.5 mL HLA typing, HFE 

genotyping

9

Green 
Hemogard 
[or Green 
stopper (10 
mL)]

Vacutainer Sodium 
heparin

6 mL      
2 mL    
[10 mL]

Chemistry tests, 
Cyclosporine, Ammonia      
[Plasma Metanephrines]

10 Mint Green 
Hemogard Vacutainer

PST Gel and 
Lithium 
heparin

3.5 mL Chemistry tests

11 Syringe Marquest 
Gaslyte

Lithium 
heparin

1 mL      
3 mL

Blood gases, Chem 1 
Whole blood panel, 
Chem 2 Whole blood 
Venous and Arterial 
panels, cooximeter panel

TUBES AND ORDER OF DRAW

Volume Common Use Tube

· Note: Tubes for blood cultures are always drawn first (see Microbiology).

· For more information, see individual tests (http://www.cc.nih.gov/cp/)

Draw 
Order Tube Top Name Additive



12
Royal 
Blue, 
purple label

Monoject EDTA, Na2 7 mL Lead

13
Dark 
Lavender 
Hemogard

Vacutainer K2 EDTA 6 mL
Department of 
Transfusion Medicine 
tests

14
Light 
Lavender 
Hemogard

Vacutainer K2 EDTA 3 mL CBC, Serotonin 

15 Gray Vacutainer

Potassium 
oxalate and 
Sodium 
fluoride

3 mL Lactate, Glucose


